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the convoy followed all that afternoon and part of the night until,
(p. 7) some three or four hours after nightfall, Manuel Fernandez
Gorrea told the pilot and master of El Bum Jesus to steer for this
island despite the fact that the flagship and the rest were continuing
on a course for Jamaica. The pilot and master declared that they
desired to follow the flagship and an argument ensued. In effect,
Manuel Fernandez was obeyed and at about the time stated the
ship altered her course and no longer followed the flagship.
Having sailed all that night, after one or two in the morning they
saw three English ships near them, one being the enemy flagship of
160 tons burden, the second of about 80 tons and the third, a
pinnace of perhaps 30. The flagship had the wind of Manuel
Ferndndez's ship and kept sounding her trumpets until day broke.
When dawn came the three ships opened fire on El Buen Jesus, the
flagship from the windward and the other two from the lee. They
came up within range of their musket and small shot. Manuel
Fernandez and the rest of the people in the ship stood on then-
defense and fought for about three hours. During this time the Eng-
lish killed three men on board and seven or eight of their cannon-
balls struck her so that, by the captain's order, at the demand of the
pilot and certain passengers who were on board, they offered to
surrender and, in fine, did surrender. The captain of the English
flagship and other persons boarded and carried everybody, prisoners,
to their ship and to another, and they went off with the ship and her
cargo.
In Manuel Fernandez's ship there were 68 persons, passengers and
crew, and her armament consisted of nine pieces of ordnance,
calibre fifteen to sixteen hundredweight and less. There were about
100 persons on board the English flagship, counting seamen and
(p. 8) soldiers, and she carried 22 pieces of iron artillery, calibres
twenty-two to sixteen hundredweight. With her prize she proceeded
to Cape San Anton, the pinnace ahead, and according to what he
understood from them they saw the Tierra Finne fleet pass...
... at Point Hicacos . .. they set deponent and four other persons
on shore and from Matanzas deponent made his way to this city by
land.
. . . from some of these English deponent gathered that in Florida
hi a certain harbour where they have a settlement, they mean to
join as many as 40 vessels which are to assemble there. Four of these
vessels are bringing over women to settle in Florida. They intend to
come out to wait for the Tierra Firme fleet which they understand
is sailing this year for Castile; and next year, '91, a fleet of 150 sail